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Parking Lot Safety

For the safety of our students and visitors, please adhere to the following
expectations/procedures for our parking garage:
e Do not use the street to drop off and pick up students.
Use the parking lot to ensure students safely arrive on campus.
Do not use cell phones while driving in the lot
The speed limit is 5 mph at all times
Do not double park or pass a car unless instructed by a RKMS staff member
Do not leave your car unattended unless you are parked in a designated parking space
Please use the designated crosswalks at all times
Do not ask your student to walk across the parking lot alone. Please escort your student
to and from your parking spot
e All RKMS staff and volunteers must be treated with respect and given the authority to
direct traffic

After School Enrichment Activities: ASES

ASES stands for After School Enrichment and Safety Program; students participating in the
ASES program will remain on campus after the academic day ends to participate in various
enrichment activities. Participation is strongly encouraged for all students but not required.

Participating in the ASES program is extremely valuable for character growth as well as for
college applications. Colleges seek out well rounded students and electing to be part of this
program will strengthen your application. Those who commit to the ASES program must remain
enrolled for the entire semester.

The ASES program at Rise Kohyang Middle School will be managed by Woodcraft Rangers
(WR). Contact information will be available through our website. WR will offer enrichment
classes based on student interest. They will also provide homework assistance at this time.

Food Program

Information on the school food program can be located in the Org-Wide Policies at the end of
this handbook. Students who participate in the school food program should line up during the
first 15 minutes of the lunch period in order to ensure ample time to consume their food. After 15
minutes the lunch line will end and no other students will be permitted to join the line.

If a student does not want to participate in the school food program, they may bring a healthy
breakfast/lunch from home. We do NOT encourage our students to bring chips, candy, soda or
anything with high fructose corn syrup or any beverage other than water.

We also encourage families to use reusable soft lunch bags instead of paper ones or lunch
boxes. Each lunch container must be clearly marked with the student’s name. Please do not
send coolers to school. We do not have the room to store coolers. Glass containers are
prohibited on school grounds.



Life Experience Lessons (LELS)

Life Experience Lessons (LELs) have been a hallmark of Bright Star’s program since our
founding. We believe that students must be offered opportunities to enhance their education
with real-life experiences if they are going to succeed in life outside the classroom.

Our LEL program provides both area Day Trips and seasonal Overnight Trips around the
country.

Day Trips

Students, teachers and volunteers commit to significant out-of-class learning time around Los
Angeles' diverse communities. Excursions include hiking, biking, and beach clean-ups. A variety
of plays, music concerts and museum visits are made throughout the year across all grade
levels.

Overnight Trips

Students who achieve academic and citizenship goals have the opportunity to attend the
following overnight trips: End-of-the-year trips to national locations. A sample of locations
explored in the past: Northern California, Utah, Washington DC and Catalina Island. These trips
bring lessons to life and include college campus tours that allow students to envision the
possibilities for their futures. All parents must complete a general Field Trip Permission Slip for
each trip that students attend.- Students without a trip slip will not be allowed to attend field trips.

Student Contribution

For LEL trips taking place after the school year ends, students are expected to pay a small fee
for their trip in order for RKMS to bring as many students as possible who qualify. The fee is
dependent on the total cost of the trip, but is typically between 10%-20% of the total trip cost.
Depending on our travel arrangements, this fee may not be refundable within 60 days of the
LEL departure date. The end-of-year LELs are not a part of the school’s core curriculum.

For those students who are unable to pay the contribution, there is a scholarship form. The
expected family contribution will be adjusted based on the family’s income and household size.
Payment plans are also available upon request. Any questions or concerns regarding a trip or
expected family contribution can be addressed to the LEL Coordinator.

Textbooks

Textbooks for certain subjects will be issued for use during the academic year and will remain
the property of the school. If a student loses a book, they will be charged for the full replacement
cost of the book.

Novels

Students will read novels as a part of the ELA curriculum. The required books from the library
are not for students to keep and must be replaced if students damage or lose them. The cost to
replace a novel is $10. If a novel is lost or damaged in the middle of reading, it is the student’s
responsibility to replace it.



Study Supplies

In order to be successful in the classroom, you must be prepared with the proper tools.
Backpacks or book bags are required for carrying books and supplies to and from school. In
addition, a list of prohibited classroom items will be shared at the beginning of the year. It is
recommended that all personal items (backpack, uniform, pencil boxes and supplies, etc) be
labeled with the student’s full name and grade level.

Closed Campus

All Bright Star Schools are closed campuses and students may never leave campus without an
adult. This is especially important during transition periods such as between classes. Leaving
campus without permission is considered ditching and disciplinary action will ensue from such
choices.

Photography/Video Taking

Taking pictures or videos on campus are prohibited at all times on the school grounds unless
expressly pre-authorized by a school administrator in writing. Students who violate this are
subject to appropriate disciplinary actions. Parents who violate this norm will be officially
warned, and, if the behavior continues, may be banned from any school supervised or
sponsored events.



School Calendar

Family Communication

School Appointments

To meet with an administrator, parents should make arrangements by calling the school office
during the above hours. Appointments with faculty members should be made directly with the
teachers. Teachers need at least 24 hour notice in order to schedule quality time with you.
Please send a note to the teacher or email him/her for an appointment. You can also leave a
voice message for a written or phone reply. Messages will be returned during the teacher’s
planning time.

Visiting Campus

We have an “open door” policy for all parents/guardians of currently enrolled students, who wish
to visit the RKMS campus. Parents are strongly encouraged to observe their child’s classes, as
it is truly the best way to understand the education your student is receiving. In order to
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